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The 20th. This morning just before dawn we arrived at
Louisville, a blooming city in Kentucky, four of us went
into the city and in order to save space in my diary will re-
mark that what I have said about other American cities
applies here. Irom this place down for two miles, the
Ohio is not navigable, therefore a canal was built which
carries the largest steamers, and this 12 mile Canal has
cost more money than all the highways in Glarus Land;
its bed throughout is blasted in the solid rock and on this
rock there are walls on each side 8 to 10 feet high, on top
of that there is a cemented embankment over 50 feet wide.
A splendid bridge of three arches built of hewn stone
crosses it, and near its outlet into the Ohio are three locks
close together so that the largest vessel can be raised or
lowered 30 feet; just now the water is very low in the canal
and our men, women and children had to travel the whole
distance on shore to the outlet; but we had plenty of time
as it took the boat two hours to make the distance, for one
of the wheels was broken on the rocks and it had to be
pulled most of the way.

The 21st. We had again the luck to run aground today,
but got off in three hours and steamed bravely farther.

The 22nd. Today about10 A. M. we steamed into the Mis-
sissippi, the water is very muddy and full of drift wood,
just like the forest torrents after a heavy rain. If I could
wish all the wood I see stranded on the sand bars, into the
parish of Diessbach, they would have no need for many years
to distribute their Beech parcels. Likewise if I could dis-
tribute to our poor at home all of the food that is thrown
away on the steamers, we would need no poorhouse or poor
act, for no food is served the second time —all that is not
eaten the first time is thrown away, not only on the vessels
but also in hotels and dwellings. A proof that there is not
only enough, but the greatest overflow in this country. To-
day the first mate, who speaks German well, requested me
to give him a full list of our people. I made him a table
according to families and age, and who was to pay full or
half fare or were free.



